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The  God Bless America’s Veterans   

  

  FREEDOM IN AMERICA IS AT RISK 

“Freedom is one of the deepest and noblest aspirations of the human spirit.” 

“Freedom is the right to question and change the established way of doing things. It is the continuous revolution of 

the marketplace. It is the understanding that allows us to recognize shortcomings and seek solutions.” 

“Freedom is not something to be secured in any one moment of time. We must struggle to preserve it every day.  

And freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction.” 

 President, Ronald Reagan 

 

Sergeant Billy Walks About 



 

Although this story could be told 

many times over throughout Indi-

an Country only the names and 

foreign lands would change, it is 

real, sad and like the Jewish peo-

ple we have survived thousand of 

years of challenges.  

We often have a tendency to for-

get or overlook the contributions 

and sacrifices  of our ancestors. 

Sometime because it happened so 

long ago or we were not made 

aware. Now there are no excuses. 

107-years ago, on September 29, 

1918 only 42 days before the end 

of World War I,  Pvt. Philip C. 

Calac and his cousin PFC Alfonso 

J. Calac, tribal members of the 

Rincon Band of Luiseño Indians, 

were killed in action. They served 

with the U.S. Army Company C, 

362nd infantry regiment, 91st Di-

vision in France and Belgium dur-

ing World War I. The 91st Divi-

sion was known as the "Wild 
West Division,"  

While Philip now rests at the 

Meuse-Argonne American Ceme-

tery and Memorial, France. 

(Photo Above Right), Alfonso was 

brought back home to the Rincon 

Reservation. (Photo below Right)  

Alfonso’s younger brother, Pete 

also served with the 91st Division 

and was wounded several time in 

combat. He went on to become 

one of the greatest American Indi-

an professional football player 

during the 1920’s. (See story be-
low) 

Alfonso and Pete Calac were 

Georgia Calac Mazzetti’s brothers. 

She was Max Mazzetti’s mother 

and grandmother of former Rin-

con tribal Chairman Bo Mazzet-

ti’s. His father Max served in the 

U.S. Navy during WW II. Bo 

also served in the Navy during the 

Viet Nam War.  

Upon his discharge from the Navy 

Bo when on to earn a BA Degree 

at Cal Poly Pomona. And like his 

father he became heavily involved 

in Tribal Rights. Max along with 

my grandfather O.J. Salgado and 

uncle Billy were Charter members 

of the National Congress of 

American Indians in 1946.    

 Tribal and family affiliations con-
firmed by Bo Mazzetti, past Tribal 

Chairman, of the Rincon Band of 
Luiseño Indians. Photos provided 
by Chairman Mazzetti. 

Chairman Mazzetti passed away 
on May 1, 2025. 

Real American Hero’s!  

  

Real American Hero’s!  

Pedro "Pete" Calac 
(May 13, 1892 – January 30, 

1968) was a tribal member ot 

the Rincon Band of Mission 

Indians which is now the Rin-

con Band of Luiseno Indians.  

He attended Carlisle Indian 

School prior to becoming a 

professional football player. 

He played in the Ohio League 

and during the early years of 

the National Football League. 

Over the course of his 10-year 

career he played for the Can-

ton Bulldogs, Cleveland Indi-

ans, Washington Senators, 

Oorang Indians and the Buffa-

lo Bisons. 

He grew up on the Rincon Indian Reservation and 

attended grammar school in nearby Fallbrook, Cali-

fornia. While there, he was selected to attend the 

Carlisle Indian School. 

Carlisle Indian School: On November 16, 1908 at 

the age of 15 Pete Calac left the Rincon reservation 

with only a third-grade education to the Carlisle Indi-

an School located across the coun-

try in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.  

At Carlisle, he played competitive 

football. In 1914 and 1915, he was 

captain of the football team. He was 

first elected as the team's captain in 

1914.    

Before attending Carlisle, Calac had 

never played football and had no 

knowledge of the game. Calac re-

called in Robert W. Wheeler's book, Jim Thorpe: 
World's Greatest Athlete, that the other players took 

an interest in him because of his large size. It was 

then that he met Jim Thorpe and soon became life 

long friends and would later play professional foot-

ball with the Canton Bulldogs and the Oorang Indi-

ans. 

World War One and the US Army: After finishing 

his studies at the Carlisle Indian School and West 

Virginia Wesleyan College, Pete returned to Rincon 

for a visit with his family and friends.  

While home in Rincon he enlisted in the U.S. Army. 

He served with his brother Alfonso and cousin Phil-

ip in the 91st Division, known as the "Wild West 
Division," in France and Belgium during World War 

I.  

He was said to have returned from the war without a 

scratch. He later stated that "I guess I dug in too 
much". However, in article by the Professional Foot-

ball Researchers Association, Calac was reported to 

have suffered career threatening wounds during the 

war but was back at the top of his game by 1922. 

 

A Pete Calac Legacy: Grantland Rice, Dean of the American 
Sportswriters, once wrote, "I believe an All-American, All-Indian 
Football team could beat the All-Time Notre Dame Team, the All-
Time Michigan Team, or the All-Time anything else. Take a look at a 
backfield like Jim Thorpe, Joe Guyon, Pete Calac and Frank Mount 

Pleasant." 

John Tortes "Chief" Meyers is Still another south-
ern California American Indian veteran worth men-
tioning. Meyers was a Tribal member from the Santa 
Rosa Indian Reservation of Cahuilla Indians.  

Meyers attended Dartmouth College before going on 
to play Major League Baseball. He once said his only 
regret was not finishing his college education.  

He spent three years in th minor leagues  and was a 
catcher for the New York Giants, Boston Braves, and 
Brooklyn Robins from 1909 to 1917.  

He played on the early Giants teams under manager 
John McGraw and was the primary catcher for Hall 
of Famer Christy Mathewson. Meyers hit over .300 
for three straight years as the Giants won three 
straight National League pennants from 1911 to 
1913.  

Overall, he played in four World Series, the 1911, 
1912, and 1913 Series with the Giants, as well as the 
1916 Series with the Robins.  

At the prime of his career he enlisted in the US Army 
in WW I which cost him a seat in Baseballs Hall of 
Fame. He played 8-years which is 2-years short of 
the 10-year minimum rule for selection to the Hall of 
Fame. Many sports writers said that the rule should 
have been waived, but it was not to be for Meyers.   

John Tortes "Chief" Meyers 
(July 29, 1880 – July 25, 1971). 

 

John Tortes Meyers  
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American Indians have been 

fighting for freedom since the 

invasion of the Europeans. They 

fought on both sides during the 

American revolution. 

And even though they were not 

citizens of the United States of 

America and under no obliga-

tion to serve, they went to battle 

in World War One.  

Six-years after the end of World 

War One, on June 2, 1924 the 

American Indians were granted 

American Citizenship.  

The American Indians, men 

and women have served in every 

military campaign of the USA. 

And even to this day they are 

fighting for the rights for self-

governance and the protection 

of tribal sovereignty, which is 

seriously at risk as the GOP ma-

jority of the supreme court, with 

the exception of Justice Goshen 

do not recognize Indian Treaties 

Rights nor century old rulings 

made by the supreme court. In a 

resent ruling involving jurisdic-

tion the court ruled against the 

Tribal Governments stating that 

if congress would have want the 

tribes to have jurisdiction it 

would have passed legislation as 

such. Congress did in fact pass 

legislation regarding jurisdiction 

that clearly in conflict with their 

ruling, yet their decision stands. 

The current issue is the 5th 

Amendment with regards to 

equal protection. 

As provided in the Constitution  

all agreement and treaties made 

with the Indian shall be valid. 

The relationship between the 

U.S. Government and Indian 

shall be political, not racial. 

Here lays the problem with the 

GOP Justices.            
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Veterans Day, Memorial 

Day and D-Day have special 

meanings: Veterans Day we 

honor all those that served 

in the military. Memorial 

Day because it is the day we 

pay our respects to all the 

veterans that were killed in 

action and to those that have 

passed on. And D-Day has a 

special meaning to me be-

cause my dad, Ernest Salga-

do, Sr. and Sam Powvall 

from the Pauma Indian Res-

ervation were together on 

June 6, 1944 for the inva-

sion of Normandy, France 

then later on to the “Battle 

of the Bulge” and on into 

Berlin, Germany.  

Memorial Day and D-Day 

are only days apart and 

many of us American patri-

ots view them as one. We 

often hear of the 'greatest 

generation' in reference to  

Memorial Day on May 29 

dating back to the civil war 

and D-Day in reference to 

the WW II military invasion 

of Normandy, France on 

June 6, 1944 that lead to the 

occupation of Berlin, Ger-

many and to the end of 

WWII.  

Even less noticed is the con-

tributions of the American 

Indian Warriors courage 

and commitment in the 

many military conflicts of 

the Nation over the past 249

-years, including the revolu-

tion.  

Why is this? Especially since 

American Indians have vol-

untarily participated in every 

military effort to establish 

and defend this land and 

people for all Americans.  

The American Indians cour-

age and achievements exam-

ples from both theaters of 

WW II is well documented 

but too often historically ig-

nored. 

Over 2,000 American Indi-

ans from  Oklahoma and 

New Mexico trained and 

fought as part of the 45th 

Infantry Division known as 

the "Thunderbirds". They 

saw almost two years of 

combat in Italy and Central 

Europe.  

During the second World 

War, the U.S. military re-

cruited American Indian 

from several different Tribes 

from through-out the coun-

try for their unique tribal  

languages for usage as a bat-

tlefield code.  

Although many American 

Indian Tribes were “Code 

Talker,” such as the Assini-

boine, Choctaw, Cherokee, 

Comanche, Meskwaki, and 

Seminole to name a few the 

Navajo “Code Talkers” be-

came the most celebrated 

and publicized of the radio 

units. They were assigned to 

the U.S. Marines Corps. 

Six American Indians were 

awarded the Congressional 

Medal of Honor  in recogni-

tion for their bravery and 

many other distinguished 

themselves as well.  

The six Congressional Med-

al of Honor recipient were: 

Lt. Ernest Childers  Lt. Jack 

Montgomery, John Resse 

Jr.,  Lt. Van Barfoot,  Ron 

Harmon and Ernest Edwin 

Evens.  

Lt. Ernest Childers (Creek), 

was born   February 1, 1918 

in Broken Arrow, Oklaho-

ma. He graduated from the 

Chilocco Indian Agricultural 

School in north-central Ok-

lahoma.  

He was the first American 

Indian to earn the Medal of 
Honor since the Indian 

Wars of the 19th century.  

He first distinguished him-

self in Sicily, Italy where he 

was awarded a battlefield 

commission. Later in Italy, 

unaided and despite severe 

wounds, he destroyed three 

German machine gun em-

placements.  

Childers reached the rank of 

lieutenant Colonel before 

retiring from the Army in 

1966. He died at age 87 and 

was buried at Floral Haven 

Memorial Gardens in his 

birthplace of Broken Arrow, 

Oklahoma. 

First Lt. Jack Montgomery 

(Cherokee),  

Lt. Jack C. Montgomery, 

earned the Medal of Honor 

in World War II for service 

in Italy, he graduated from 

the same school as Childers, 

the Chilocco Indian Agricul-

tural School in north-central 

Oklahoma. 

During the Anzio, Italy mili-

tary Campaign he single-

handedly attacked a Ger-

man stronghold killing elev-

en of the enemy and taking 

thirty-three prisoners. Lt. 

Jack Montgomery graduated 

from the University of Red-

lands, California. He was 

recruited with three other 

American Indians to play 

football & beat Sherman. 

Never happened! 

Pfc. John Resse Jr., 

Comanche) from Pryor, Ok-

lahoma.  

On February 9, 1945 he was 

serving as a private first class 

in the Philippines when an 

attack on the Paco Railroad 

Station hit as Reese and fel-

low warrior, private Cleto L. 

Rodriguez were ahead of 

their unit closer to the sta-

tion and began firing on the 

Japanese defenders. Togeth-

er they killed over eighty 

Japanese before their supply 

of ammunition forced them 

to regroup.  

Reese was killed while re-

turn to his unit; he was post-

humously awarded the Med-

al of Honor eight months 

later, on October 19, 1945.  

Rodriguez survived the bat-

tle and was also awarded the 

Medal of Honor 

Coronel Van Barfoot 

(Choctaw), was also at the 

Anzio Campaign in Italy 

where he knocked out two 

machine gun nests and cap-

tured seventeen prisoners. 

He then went on to defeat 

three German tanks and 

carried two of his wounded 

men to safety.  

All of his heroic feats rein-

forced the “American Indi-

an Warrior Image.” 

Barfoot had been awarded a 

combat field commission 

prior to his actions in Italy. 

He went on to serve in Ko-

rea and Vietnam and retired 

as a Coronel. 

After his retirement from 

the military he  moved to a 

retirement community in 

Henrico County, Virginia to 

be near his daughter.  

In mid 2009, the homeown-

ers' association (HOA) of 

the Sussex Square, where 

Barfoot lived ordered him 

to remove the flagpole from 

which he flew the U.S. flag.  

The HOA bylaws didn’t 

forbid flagpoles, but the 

HOA ruled Barfoot, then 

aged 90, would not be al-

lowed to use it "for aesthetic 

reasons," to fly the USA flag! 

Barfoot contested the order, 

and received support from 

politicians, including Virgin-

ia Senators Mark Warner 

and Jim Webb, White 

House Press Secretary Rob-

ert Gibbs and Shan Hannity 

at Fox news. 

The HOA dropped its de-

mand on Dec. 8, 2009. 

Sergeant Ron W. Harmon 

( Creek) joined the Army   

at his home town in Pixley, 

California.  

On July 1, 1944, he was 

serving as a Sergeant in 

Company C, 362nd Infantry 

Regiment, 91st Infantry Di-

vision.  

On that day, near Casaglia, 

Italy he single-handedly at-

tacked three German posi-

tions which were firing on a 

friendly platoon.  

He destroyed one position 

and despite being wounded 

on his approach, continued 

to silence another. He was 

killed while attacking the 

third position.  

The Medal of Honor was 

posthumously awarded to 

him a year later, on October 

2, 1945. Harmon was buried 

at the Florence American 

Cemetery in Florence, Italy. 

Comdr. Ernest E. Evens 

(Cherokee/Creek) was born 

in Pawnee, Oklahoma. He 

graduated from the United 

States Naval Academy in 

1931.  

In 1941 he was assigned to 

the destroyer Alden, and 

was serving on her in the 

East Indies when the Japa-

nese attacked Pearl Harbor 

on December 7, 1941.  

He became commanding 

officer of Alden on March 

14, 1942, and held that posi-

tion until  July 7, 1943.  

While serving on Alden he 

participated in operations in 

and around Australia, New 

Guinea and the Dutch East 

Indies. 

On October 25, 1944 as 

commanding officer of the 

U.S.S. Johnston, against ma-

jor units of the Japanese 

fleet during the battle off 

Samar, he was first to lay a 

smokescreen and to engage 

a superior forces in number, 

firepower and armor as they 

rapidly attacked. 

Comdr. Evans gallantly di-

verted the powerful blasts of 

hostile guns from the lightly 

armed carriers under his 

protection by launching the 

first torpedo attack when the 

Johnston came under strad-

dling Japanese shellfire.  

Undaunted by damage sus-

tained under the terrific vol-

ume of fire, he unhesitating-

ly joined others of his group 

to provide fire support dur-

ing subsequent torpedo at-

tacks against the Japanese. 

Outshooting and outmaneu-

vering the enemy as he con-

sistently interposed his ves-

sel between the hostile fleet 

units and our carriers de-

spite the crippling loss of 

engine power and communi-

cations with steering aft, 

shifted command to the fan-

tail, shouted steering orders 

through an open hatch to 

men turning the rudder by 

hand and battled furiously 

until the Johnston, burning 

and shuddering from a mor-

tal blow, lay dead in the wa-

ter after 3 hours of fierce 

combat.  

Seriously wounded early in 

the engagement, Comdr. 

Evans, by his indomitable 

courage and brilliant profes-

sional skill, aided materially 

in turning back the enemy 

during a critical phase of the 

action.  

His valiant fighting spirit 

throughout this historic bat-

tle was beyond the Call of 

Duty and will venture as an 

inspiration to all who served 

with him. He was posthu-

mously awarded the Medal 

of Honor. 

 Cpl., Ira Hamilton Hayes, 

(Pima) & five other Marines 

were photographed raising the 

American flag in the inland of 

Iwo Jima on Feb. 23, 1945 by 

Joe Rosenthal. Hayes was born 

on Jan. 12, 1923 the Gila River 

Indian Reservation, Arizona. 

He died on January 23, 1955. 

at the age of 32. 

Congressional Medal of Honor  
America Indians Recipients  

MY VIEW By Ernie C. Salgado, Jr. 
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Photo below was taken in Viet Nam in 1966-67 by an unknown photographer and was posted on the internet. The good looking guy, second from 

the right is Richard “Dumbo” Salgado (June 7, 1944*April 14, 2022). He served with the 1st Calvary Airborne Division in Viet Nam. He was a tribal 

member of the Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians. Richard’s Father, Ernest Salgado Sr., served in WW II and his brother Ernie Jr. was in the Army 

National Guard and was called to active duty in 1966.    

More American Indian Warriors  

 

 

The photograph below was taken around the mid-50’s at the Soboba Tribal 

Cemetery. From L-R: Tilly Valdez, Mrs. Chacon (Marian Valdez Chacon’s 

mother-in-law), Rose Arres, seated is double Gold Star mother, Mrs. Maria 

“Pee-Wee” Helms the mother of Romaldo and Reginald Helms, Virginia 

“Dean” Badella & Clara Helms  

Soboba Tribal Members Killed in Action 
 Photo below left to right 

  U.S. Army Private, Reginald P. Helms,  

 Killed in Action in Hotten, Belgium (1913-1944), 

 U.S. Army Private First Class, Romaldo A. Helms,  

 Killed in Action Anzio, Italy. (1912-1944) 

  U.S. Navy, Mike Soza (1924-1941) 

 Killed in Action as Sea     

Reginald P. Helms    

    Reginald P. Helms          Romaldo A. Helms             Mike Soza  
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Veterans Memorial  

Education Center 

 

 

Labor of Love  
Janna (Livesay) Hoehn a former res-

ident of Hemet, CA. and currently 

lives in Hawaii.  

She became involved in the Viet 

Nam Memorial Education Center 

Project in 2014 in her adopted State 

of Hawaii.  

She began with the collection of 

photographs of the Native Hawaiians 

that lost their lives or were Missing 

in Action during the Viet Nam War.  

Having grown up in Hemet and San 

Jacinto, going to school with many of 

the American Indians she saw a void 

and need of collecting the photo-

graphs of the 232 American Indians 

and Alaskan Natives that were killed 

or MIA in Viet Nam.  

In her initial visit to Southern Cali-

fornia she met with a group of local 

Tribal veterans to basically gain ap-

proval to take on the challenge of 

collecting the photographs of the 

232 Tribal warriors killed or MIA in 

Viet Nam. 

Many of the group Tribal veterans at 

were a little skeptical at first as they 

still remembered the lack of any 

public support or recognition.  

Janna made it very clear that she was 

not asking for money, help or grati-

tude only their blessing.  

She closed the search last year after 

thousands of miles of travel through 

out the Country include Alaska and 

Puerto Rico 

Southern California Tribal Chair-

men’s Association, Inc.,  (SCTCA) 

Executive Director, Denis Turner  

offered support for the Veterans 

Memorial.  

Janna is pictured with Denis Turner  

in the 2018 photo below.  

After ten-years of pure tenacity and 

Janna,  

The American Indian Reporter 
thanks you for your dedication to 
preserving the memory of our Tribal 
Warriors.  

neverforgoten2014@gmail.com 
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Read More @ The Hill Jonathan Nez   

“Raising the Flag on Iwo Jima”  

 Iwo Jima February 23, 1945  

Photo above: President Trump at the White House shaking 

hands with Peter McDonald former Navajo Tribal Chairman next 

to an unidentified Navajo Code Talker. 

Photo left: Navajo Code Talkers stand for the National Anthem  

Photo below: is a Navajo Code Talker and photos of him that 

appear on the cover of many books. 

 

The American Indians had the highest percentage of any enthic 
group serving in the military during WW I and II.  

Although the Navajo Code Talkers are the mose publized, many 
other American Indian Tribes participated as Code Talkers in 
WW I and II.  

We are proud of all our men and women that have served in our 
armed forces. God Bless all.  

The legacy of the Navajo Code Talkers was declassified over two decades after 

the end of World War II. Now, only two are alive today. The Navajo Code 

Talkers are credited for major military successes in the Pacific during the war. 

Peter MacDonald Sr., former Navajo chairman now 97, is the youngest surviv-

ing member, hailing from Arizona and Thomas H. Begay. He spoke to a crowd 

of PNM employees. “The commander in his official report said, ‘Without Nav-

ajo, Marines would never have taken the island of Iwo Jima.’ What a state-

ment,” said MacDonald. 

MacDonald joined the Marine Corps when he was just 15 years old after lying 

to the recruitment office about his age, having his older cousin, who was a Ma-

rine, sign a paper saying he was 17. 

“Unfortunately, on Battle of Peleliu, September 15, 1944, he (his older cousin) 

got killed. That was his third landing. I can never forget that. I can never forget 

all the friends and relatives that I have lost,” said MacDonald slowly. “And you 

who are veterans,” he said gesturing to the crowd, “You understand. All of us 

need to know and understand the kind of hardship and hell that every one of 

those veterans, you who are veterans– male and female, have gone through a lot 

and are still going through a lot.” 

In honor of Native American Heritage Month,  Peter MacDonald Sr., one of the last 
two surviving Navajo Code Talkers shares his story..  Read More @ Code Talkers 

Peter MacDonald Sr., at 97 

https://www.americanindianreporter.com/contactus/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/former-navajo-nation-president-challenges-arizona-republican-who-ousted-mccarthy/ar-AA1iiVzS?ocid=hpmsn&cvid=3ddb160d4c644c2ea8cfb838b8e2d67a&ei=58
https://www.krqe.com/news/albuquerque-metro/one-of-the-last-surviving-navajo-code-talkers-shares-his-story/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook_KRQE_News_13&fbclid=IwY2xjawN7jyJleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFKVTg5bzFaMFF6WkFpRVB4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIw



